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1465.6 AMA plan of operations.

1465.7 Conservation practices.

1465.8 Technical services provided by quali-
fied personnel not affiliated with USDA.

Subpart B—Contracts

1465.20 Applications for participation and
selecting applications for contracting.

1465.21 Contract requirements.

1465.22 Conservation practice operation and
maintenance.

1465.23 Payments.

1465.24 Contract modifications, extensions,
and transfers of land.

1465.25 Contract violations and termi-
nations.

Subpart C—General Administration

1465.30 Appeals.

1465.31 Compliance with regulatory meas-
ures.

1465.32 Access to operating unit.

1465.33 Equitable relief.

1465.34 Offsets and assignments.

1465.35 Misrepresentation and scheme or de-
vice.

1465.36 Environmental services credits for
conservation improvements.

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1524(b).

SOURCE: 74 FR 64595, Dec. 8, 2009, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§1465.1 Purposes and applicability.

Through the Agricultural Manage-
ment Assistance program (AMA), the
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice (NRCS) provides financial assist-
ance funds annually to producers in 16
statutorily designated States to: Con-
struct or improve water management
structures or irrigation structures;
plant trees to form windbreaks or to
improve water quality; and mitigate
risk through production diversification
or resource conservation practices in-
cluding soil erosion control, integrated
pest management, or the transition to
organic farming. AMA is applicable in
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah,
Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

§1465.2 Administration.

(a) Administration and implementa-
tion of AMA’s conservation provisions
for the Commodity Credit Corporation

7 CFR Ch. XIV (1-1-13 Edition)

(CCC) is assigned to NRCS, using the
funds, facilities, and authorities of the
CCC. Accordingly, where NRCS is men-
tioned in this part, it also refers to the
CCC’s funds, facilities, and authorities,
where applicable.

(b) NRCS will:

(1) Provide overall management and
implementation leadership for AMA;

(2) Establish policies, procedures, pri-
orities, and guidance for implementa-
tion;

(3) Establish payment limits;

(4) Determine eligible practices;

(5) Develop and approve AMA plans of
operation and contracts with selected
participants;

(6) Provide technical leadership for
implementation, quality assurance,
and evaluation of performance;

(7) Make AMA allocation and con-
tract funding decisions; and

(8) Issue payments for completed con-
servation practices.

(c) No delegation in this part to
lower organizational levels will pre-
clude the Chief of NRCS from deter-
mining any issues arising under this
part or from reversing or modifying
any determination made under this
part.

§1465.3 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part and all documents used in ac-
cordance with this part, unless speci-
fied otherwise:

Agricultural land means cropland,
grassland, rangeland, pasture, and
other agricultural land on which agri-
cultural or forest-related products or
livestock are produced. Other agricul-
tural lands may include cropped wood-
land, marshes, incidental areas in-
cluded in the agricultural operation,
and other types of agricultural land
used for production of livestock.

Agricultural operation means a parcel
or parcels of land whether contiguous
or noncontiguous, which the producer
is listed as the operator or owner/oper-
ator in the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
record system, which is under the ef-
fective control of the producer at the
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